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Roof Falls Formation at Working off Coal Seams in the Western Donbas. 
 
The results of researches over fall formations at working off weak metamorphosed coal 

seams of Western Donbas are given in the article. Geological and technological factors rendering 
most influence on roof falls occurrence are considered. The results of in-situ surveying data over 
the fault plane and coal seam cross-line, and accompanying roof falls in the process of failure 
transition by the mechanized complex were used at the analysis of small-amplitude disjunctive 
failures influence on caving zone formation. The reasons of roof falls formations at working off 
declivous coal seams are set and the basic regularities of development of fall zones according to 
the reasons of their creation are detected. 
 

Key words: coal seam, roof falls, failures, mechanized support, high rock pressure zone. 
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